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Cutaway Productions

Spectacular Success

Video teacher leads with film business
past

Anoka High School peer mentoring program connects
special-needs students with mainstream peers

Alexander Pavlicin
Stillwater Area High School

Derrick Williams
Anoka-Hennepin School District

Some of the memories Debbie Drew, theatre
and video teacher, has had the opportunity to create
are saved forever in the form of videos, created by
students in her Cutaway Productions class. Instead
of taking written notes and tests like most other
classes, Drew designed Cutaway Productions like a
student-run business. Local businesses hire Drew’s
class to make a video, and they have to make the highest quality video
possible. As one would expect, a good work ethic is key to making
the videos. “Being able to pass on the work ethic I learned in the film
business to my students is incredible. It is quite a valuable lesson for
them,” said Drew, whose days in the film business would often reach
16 hours of work per day.

For most students, basketball games, plays, dances and concerts are
part of high-school life. But for students with disabilities, those ordinary
rites of passage are more difficult, if not impossible. A handful of specialneeds students at Anoka High School (AHS), and their
mainstream peers, worked last year to change that situation through a peer-mentoring program, which had just
completed its second year at the school. The program has
been an overwhelming success, according to Sarazin.
“All of the kids just loved it,” she says. “I’ve had some
parents get emotional when they drop off their son or
daughter. They say, ‘It’s great to see them be able to get
out and do high school activities and be excited about it,
then come home and tell me all about it.’
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What Floats Your Boat?
Students Compete in MWHS Engineering
Regatta
Becca Heistad Neuger
Westonka Public Schools
To sink or not to sink, that was the question for Mound
Westonka High School engineering students during the
First Annual MWHS Engineering Regatta Jan. 13. Dale
Kimball challenged his engineering students to create seaworthy vessels using principles of engineering and design.
Each team of students had one week to design, document
and build a boat that could carry at least two people from
one end of the high school pool to the other, following
strict construction guidelines. Whether they crossed the
finish line or had to hoist soggy shipwrecks onto the pool
deck, the engineering students learned important lessons
about trial, error and the scientific method. They also
learned that, no matter how carefully you plan, it’s always
good to wear a life jacket.

Welcome to Willy Wonka’s
Reading Factory
Edina Public Schools
This year’s Highlands Elementary School Camp Read-a-lot took
a turn for the chocolaty by introducing students to the “real” method
behind Willy Wonka’s delicious candy — reading. Lisa Dooley,
media specialist at Highlands, transformed the school’s media center
into an indoor campsite, complete with tents, and themed to the 1971
classic, “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.” However, no Willy
Wonka-themed event would be complete without the mastermind
himself. That’s where Dooley came in. Students
had been blocked from seeing the media center for
four days prior to Tuesday’s unveiling. And who
better to reintroduce the transformed media center
than Dooley, dressed as the chocolatier?
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An educational program from
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Solution to Lonely Recess Playtime is Just a ‘Buddy Bench’
Away at Anoka-Hennepin’s
Elementary Schools

South View Writing Center is
One of a Kind in State
9th Grade Coaches Guide Middle School
Writers
Mary Woitte
Edina Public Schools

Derrick Williams
Anoka-Hennepin School District

Nothing strikes fear into the hearts of middle
schoolers like that first essay assignment. But at South
View Middle School (SVMS) students are thrown a
lifeline. It’s the Writing Center and as far as anyone
knows, it is the only middle school writing center in
the state. “Students conference with 9th grade writing
coaches — they don’t just get a page back with marks
on it,” Bademan says. “Conferencing is the best, most
powerful way to communicate how to improve your writing. And we’ve
seen that the middle schoolers really like working with older students.”

It’s one thing for teachers and administrators to tell children to be
more inclusive when it comes to play time during recess. But imagine
what it would be like if kids had a simpler way to tell their peers they
wanted a playmate during recess? That’s the idea behind Buddy Benches,
which came to the playgrounds of every Anoka-Hennepin elementary
school this summer. The idea behind the Buddy Benches is simple:
students who are looking for a
playmate or an activity to participate in sit on the bench. In
mere moments, their peers are
including them or asking them
to play.
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School Program is Sharing a Piece
of the Pi
Austin Public Schools
Southgate
Elementary School is hosting a new
program this year for 19 top
students. “Pi Academy actually is a center where some of
our most highly able students
are able to go,” Educational
Services Director John Alberts
said. Pi Academy, or Personalized Instruction Academy, will
host students from the entire
district. Two first-graders,
eight second-graders, four
third-graders and five fourthgraders will start school at Southgate Elementary on Tuesday, but in a very different environment
than their peers. They will be learning together in one classroom, with lessons based on skill
level versus grade level.

Join us at the

Teaching Today MN Educational Blog
Timely articles of interest on:
Leadership, Administration, Careers,
Grants, Awards, Health & Wellness,
STEM, Special Needs, and “In the
Classroom”
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Minnesota Teacher Receives $25,000
National Milken Educator Award
Princeton Public Schools
Angela Harvala, a fifth-grade teacher at Princeton’s North Elementary School, was surprised
by the Milken Family Foundation as Minnesota’s
latest recipient of the prestigious Milken Educator
Award. The national award recognizes outstanding excellence in education and includes a $25,000
cash prize. While many students cheer the end of
another school year, the mood is bittersweet for
kids in Angela Harvala’s fifth grade class, who
often cry as they say goodbye to their teacher.
Harvala is known for creating an uncommon bond
with her students and encouraging them to believe
in themselves and realize they can create their own
future.
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Magic at the Shamrock Ball
Maureen Kelly-Carroll, Rosemount High School
Gail Hoffman, Rosemount United Methodist
Church
Prom is a rite of passage for many teens.
Girls don fancy dresses. Boys rent tuxes. And
they dance the night away. Teens with disabilities don’t always get the same opportunity. On
Friday, March 13, the National Honor Society of
Rosemount High School, and Rosemount United
Methodist Church joined as one community and
gave special education students at RHS and at the
church an opportunity to enjoy this rite of spring.
“It was a magical evening and all the students had a
fabulous time,” said Gail. “Regardless of ability the
students just blended into one. There was hardly a dry eye in
the building. It was a privilege to witness this event.”

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Front page

IJ Holton and Ellis Students
are Peer Power Partners!
A double take on a super successful program
Jessica Carlson, Austin Public Schools
The mission of Peer Power Partners is to partner students
with disabilities with age-alike
peers to provide friendship and
academic collaboration opportunities during the school day
that will allow for bullying
prevention and social inclusion by engaging, educating
and empowering designated
age-alike peers to become
advocates on the behalf of students with disabilities. One of
the most touching moments
was to hear a mentee, a student
with a disability, speak of how
Peer Power Partners is a good
way to make you feel like you
have friends. He says, “When
I’m in Peer Power Partners, I feel like I
have more friends in the world.”
Mary Barinka, our founder, our driving
force, a parent of a student with autism,
and an outstanding advocate for ALL
students
“We’re Better Together”, is our
tagline, and it sure seems to be coming
a reality for many kids . . . kids with differing abilities, different strengths and
different challenges, they have more in
common than they once thought AND
they all want to be included and have
friends!
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Karner Blue Education Center
Creates a Healing Learning
Environment
Alyssa Diamond
Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District
The new K–8 Karner Blue Education Center (KBEC) located
in Circle Pines, MN is groundbreaking in many ways. While most
special education classrooms have been retrofitted from conventional
classrooms, KBEC is the first school of its kind to create an innovative educational environment designed specifically to support the
unique learning styles and behavioral and mental health needs for
the students being served—students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD), Emotional/ Behavioral Disorder (E/BD), Developmental Cognitive Disabilities (DCD) and other health
disabilities.
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A Friend In Need is a
‘Huskie Buddy,’ Indeed
Derrick Williams
Anoka-Hennepin School District
There’s a movement happening at Andover High
School (AndHS) that’s special
enough to fill the sweetest of
Valentine’s Day cards. Dubbed
“Huskie Buddies,” it pairs
general students at the high
school with students who have
special needs, using social settings and even school events to
help give those students a more
complete high school experience, according to advisor
and special education teacher
Megan Freeman. “It’s not this
structured, organized thing like
a para or adult hanging out with
them during the day,” Freeman
said. “Instead, it’s become this
free-flowing environment where the kids with these special
needs really feel like they’re just there to hang out with
other kids.”

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 6

Bilingual Tutoring
Ryan Mayers
Austin Public Schools
“What we’ve found is that students with an EL background tend to
struggle with integrating into the mainstream classroom not because they’re
incapable of learning, but because the difficulties they face due to the language
barrier cause them to be very uncomfortable and hesitant in the classroom,”
says Kossoris. “So when we were looking for ways to address s EL needs, we
thought it would be great to try and address that discomfort as well.”
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experiences & adventures for all abilities

•

Special NeedS Summer camp
• day & WiNter camp
• reSpite
• therapy horSeS
800.450.8376

Camp Courage
Maple lake

Camp Friendship
annandale

info@truefriends.org
Camp Eden Wood
eden prairie

www.truefriends.org
Camp Courage North
lake GeorGe

Camp New Hope

Awaken your potential, impact the world
7DNHDEUHDNIURPWKHWUDGLWLRQDOoHOGWULSZLWKD7HDP4XHVW
H[SHULHQFH2XUWHDPEXLOGLQJDQGOHDGHUVKLSSURJUDPVHQDEOH
VWXGHQWVDQGWHDFKHUVWRDFKLHYHPRUHWKDQHYHUEHIRUH

• team buildiNg
• high & loW ropeS courSeS
• youth/adult leaderShip programS
• Staff developmeNt
at our Site or yourS!

952.852.0103

info@team-quest.org

www.team-quest.org

McGreGor
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Mind your “P’s and Q’s”

Techies in Training

Erin Caughron, Woodbury Middle School teacher
South Washington County Schools
November 26th was not only the day before the Thanksgiving holiday, but it was also the
last day of the trimester in 4C’s (Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication, and Creativity) for the Woodbury Middle School 7th grade students in Hurricane House. It was a day
of celebration, and in many ways preparation for the students at their 4C’s Etiquette Breakfast.
In the week leading up to it, the students practiced common courtesies, fine dining skills, and
conversation. They learned how to set a table properly, how to signal when they were finished
eating, how to properly pass items around the table, among other table etiquettes.

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 15

Lauren Hardy
Edina Public Schools
In recent years,
as the district continues to expand digital
learning opportunities
through its eLearning2
program, the need
for extra hands and
tech-savvy workers
to assist with the
workload has greatly
increased. To meet
this growing need,
District Media and
Technology Services
created a summer internship program to not only speed up project fulfillment, but also to give
grades 8-12 EPS students and graduates real, professional and innovative technology career
experiences.

Fall 2014, Volume 1, Page 8

Art Club at Austin High School
Digital Curriculum Helps
Personalize Students’ Learning
District 197
Where classroom learning used to be limited to words printed in one history textbook, now a world of articles, news reports and resources are available at students’
fingertips every day. Teachers still guide learning, but with a wealth of resources,
they can more easily adapt lessons and personalize learning. Fran Olson, social
studies teacher at Heritage, sees value in using digital curriculum in her classroom,
especially because she can easily incorporate up-to-date resources and multi-media
such as video and audio files into her lessons.

Ryan Mayers
Austin Public Schools
Walk into Jake Levisen’s classroom at Austin High School
after school on a Tuesday afternoon, and you’re likely to see
students painting, drawing, or working with 3D art materials.
“Art Club is an outlet for students who are interested in pursuing
individual artistic growth,” says Mr. Levisen. “It lets students
explore different mediums and really focus on the one or ones
they like.” For Levisen, the best part of Art Club is seeing the
students develop their skills. “The community environment is
great. Seeing students interact and critique each other’s work is
amazing and it definitely leads to some self-discovery.”

Winter 2014, Volume 2, Page 15
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Anoka-Hennepin’s Child Nutrition
Director Pens Book to Inspire
Children’s Interest in Cooking
Anoka-Hennepin School District
As the director of the Anoka-Hennepin’s Child Nutrition Program, Noah
Atlas oversees the food choices offered to students across the district. But his
relationship with students goes much deeper. He also the author of a children’s
book he hopes will inspire children to learn to cook for themselves someday.
“I think the biggest problem these days is people don’t know how to cook,”
he said. “You can fill your refrigerator with as much fresh and natural and
organic food as you want, but if you don’t know what to do with it, it kind of
is a waste.”

Spring 2015, Volume 2,Page 5
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Students finding balance, strength
in yoga class
Aaron Tinklenberg, District 191
Lori VanderWoude is in her
sixth year of teaching “Yoga, Pilates
and Fitness” to BHS students who
are looking for something different
than action-packed competition. “It’s
a fitness class, but we do talk about
relaxing, breathing and dealing with
stress. We talk about using deep
breathing and other techniques to
help stay relaxed and focus if you’re
getting ready for a test,” VanderWoude said. “I’ve had kids tell me
that it works. It’s great that they can
take what they learn here and use it
in their lives.”

Jim Kiefer, Willow Creek Principal
Owatonna Public Schools
In the past, one may potentially have heard
a physical education teacher tell a student to “try
harder.” In response, a student may have responded
by stating that the effort is already present. The
heart-rate monitors eliminate such conversations.
The students wear heartrate monitors, and the students monitor their own effort by simply looking
at their heart rate; the heart rate is projected, in real
time, onto a 21-foot screen on the gym wall.

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 6

Blaine High School’s ‘Bengal Bystanders’
program takes aim at bullying

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 5

Blaine High School
Anoka-Hennepin School District
Last year at Blaine High School (BHS), ninth graders were the focus of a new school
program aimed at bully prevention. Dubbed “Bengal Bystanders,” the initiative, according to
BHS health department leader Jeff Richards, aimed to equip students with the tools to combat
bullying from the perspective of a bystander who might witness it. “If someone’s getting bullied
in the halls at school, there’s a good chance a student might witness that,” he said. “With this, the
kids are learning what they can do to stand up and stop it if they do see something.”

Fall 2014, Volume 1, Page 6

Conditions Treated (muscle, bone & joint related)
















Arthrogryposis (stiff joints)
Cerebral palsy
Cleft lip and palate
Clubfoot and congenital deformities of lower extremities
Congenital deformities of the hand and upper extremities
Hip disorders (congenital and acquired)
Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis
Limb deficiency and prosthetics
Limb length discrepancies
Metabolic bone disease (rickets, osteogenesis imperfecta)
Neuromuscular bisorders (muscular dystrophy, SMA, CMT)
Scoliosis and spine deformities
Specialized plastic surgery (otoplasty, scar revision)
Spina bifida/mylodysplasia
Sports injuries

All care is provided regardless of the families’ insurance
covereage or ability to pay.
2025 East River Parkway, Minneapolis MN
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/twincities
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Hidden Valley science teacher headed Edina High School student-athletes
south for next running adventure
commit to stay sober, live healthier
Aaron Tinklenberg, District 191
Passions for running, travel and learning are coming together this winter for Pat Mosey,
science teacher at Hidden Valley Elementary School in Savage. A veteran marathon runner,
Mosey will soon be running in one of the most inhospitable climates in the world as she participates in the 2015 Antarctica Marathon on March 9. Being an educator, Mosey is not missing this
opportunity to teach her students – and anyone else who wants to learn – more about Antarctica.
Activities in the science classroom have included a live webinar with Antarctic researches, and
Hidden Valley’s running club is working on running enough miles (8,925) to get Mosey all the
way to her destination. Plus, she’s been keeping a blog to document her preparation for this oncein-a-lifetime experience.

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 1

Lauren Hardy, Edina Public Schools
Sports have long played a role in the development of culture, tradition, values and identity. But it’s not the sports themselves that influence society; it’s the athletes who compete that
have the power to impact the world. Recognizing this significant opportunity for responsibility,
accountability and impact, Edina High School (EHS) student-athletes formed a group that works
to empower athletes and all students to make good, healthy decisions. The purpose of the group
is to support both others and ourselves to stay sober, avoid drugs and take care of your body,”
Engen says. “By being in the group, I feel that I am setting a good example for other student
athletes, but also it makes me more aware about living a healthy lifestyle.”

Fall 2014, Volume 2, Page 6

CoaChes:

White Hawks Give Back

Can you recognize the signs of concussion?
Learn the facts about concussions, treatment,
prevention, and more with this free guide!

Becca Heistad Neuger
Westonka Public Schools
Under the leadership of head coach Nick David, the Mound Westonka White Hawks football team has been making big impressions, both on and off the field. Since coming on as head
coach in 2013, David has been working to build a solid foundation for the football program,
which completed its first two-win season since 2005. In addition to moving in the right direction
on the gridiron, the White Hawks football players are becoming role models for their peers and
for younger students through various “giving back” initiatives in their schools and community.

Winter 2014, Volume 1, Page 6

www.cdc.gov/concussion/pdf/Coach_Guide-a.pdf
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Flipping Math at
Ellis Middle School

A Look Inside
MWHS Makerspaces

Ryan Mayers, ISD 492

Becca Neuger,
Westonka Public Schools

When students in Julie Londino-Green’s 7th
grade pre-algebra classes at Ellis Middle School are
confused by something during a lecture, they don’t
raise their hands. Instead, they simply rewind and
watch it again. All 7th grade math classes at Ellis
Middle School are taught utilizing a teaching method
known as a “flipped classroom.” While the concept
of a flipped classroom isn’t new, Ellis’ use of it is.
Jason Senne, the principal at Ellis Middle School,
encouraged his teachers to look at the new technology implementation at Ellis as a challenge.

In the Mound Westonka High School media center, a table
sits checkered with assorted LEGO pieces, colorful wires and jars
of Play-Doh. Upstairs in the engineering classroom, a 3D printer is
humming away, molding a plastic comb for instructor Dale Kimball.
If this doesn’t sound like the setup to your typical library or high
school classroom, it’s not. Instead, these “makerspaces” are places
where MWHS students are learning in a whole new, hands-on way. In
her time as media specialist, Anitra Trapp has seen a transformation
in the MWHS media center. Gone is the idea that a library is a place
for silent reading and silent reading only. The 21st century library is
a place where students can gather to create, build and craft.

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 8
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STEM – Is it Everything
They Say it is?
Brian Eberhardt
South Washington County Schools
Making a science lesson a STEM lesson does not
take away the science content or diminish the depth of
science learning, but to the contrary, it makes it more
accessible and interesting to students. From designing a self-sustaining container that can travel through
space for our ecology unit, to building a fish fitness
test during our evolution unit, students in my classroom are getting exposed to the science content in relevant engineering design tasks which they
are able to fully engage in and experience.

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 10

Algebra in fifth grade? For many AnokaHennepin students it’s hardly a ‘transition’
Derrick Williams
Anoka-Hennepin School
District
Fifth-grade
students
with a knack for numbers
have access again this school
year to the Anoka-Hennepin
School District’s pre-algebra
Transition Math program.
Educators launched the
program a couple years ago
after identifying a number of
fifth-graders who were performing at a “very high level”
in mathematics, according to Dr. Mary Wolverton, the district’s associate superintendent for
elementary education. Identifying talented math students and steering them toward math lessons
that allow them to advance more quickly is considered an intervention for gifted and talented
students, Wolverton says.

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 1
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eCYBERMISSION is a free web-based science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) competition for students in grades 6-9 that promotes
self-discovery and enables all participants to recognize the real life
applications of these disciplines. Using either scientific practices or
the engineering design process, students are grouped in teams of 3
or 4 and propose a solution to a real problem in their communities—to
compete for state, regional, and national awards.
Students compete to win up to $8,000 (maturity value) in U.S.
Savings Bonds
For more information, visit www.ecybermission.com or call
1-866-GO-CYBER (462-9237).
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Teen techies gain hands-on training Technology is engaging and empowering students in their learning
in Westonka Tech Interns course
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Becca Heistad Neuger
Westonka Public Schools
Beginning this fall, a class of MWHS
students in grades 10–12 has been meeting
during first hour to repair damaged Google
Chromebooks as part of the new hands-on
technology course. The Westonka School District is in year two of its three-year Edge21
Technology Plan that includes 1:1 mobile
device integration. With thousands of devices
and limited staff, Chromebook repairs would
sometimes take weeks in years past, with students using replacement devices until theirs
were returned. This year, the Westonka Tech
Interns are helping to get damaged Chromebooks fixed and back into
the hands of students quicker
than ever before.

Winter 2015, Volume 2,
Page 5

Tony Tashner, Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan
Public Schools
“As adults, we use technology every day to
access information, work with others and complete tasks at work and home,” said Director
of Teaching and Learning Steve Troen. “That’s
the college and career-ready world we are preparing our students to enter after graduation. To
be ready, they need to be using technology to
access and analyze information, to collaborate
and communicate with their classmates, and to
problem-solve, innovate and create.” Rosemount
High School Teacher Joe Christman said students
in his ninth grade Honors Earth Science beta class
are creating their own representations of their
knowledge through a classroom blog, videos,
notes and ePub books for others to access. Christman said the students are asking more
questions about content and want to work together to learn more about their questions.

Winter 2014, Volume 1, Page 11

Becoming STEAM at Edgewood
Middle School
Darcy LaPanta
Edgewood Middle School

Summer Camp
with a Future
Encourage your students to join
hundreds of other high school
students this summer at MSOE for
week-long, resident programs, all in
July. Activities are project based and
participants experience what it would
be like to be an engineer, business
person or health care provider and
what real college life is like.
Discover the Possibilities in Engineering
Several week-long programs relating
to architectural, civil, mechanical,
industrial, electrical, computer, software,
biomedical, biomolecular engineering
or bioinformatics.

Focus on Business

Run your own business!

Focus on Nursing

Experience being a nurse in our stateof-the art simulation nursing complex.

Milwaukee School of Engineering
TZVLLK\Z\TTLY

In the fall of 2012, Edgewood Middle School opened as a STEAM Magnet, focusing on preparing students in the concepts of science, technology, engineering, arts, and
math. Through STEAM education, we seek to develop confident, well-rounded students who are
ready for the challenges of the 21st century. . . . we’ve found it does that, and so much more. At
Edgewood, we offer 28 interest-based courses that promote the application of STEAM elements
to real-world situations and career paths. Jack Crooks, a seventh-grader, said that STEAM education “helps students explore hobbies that could quickly become careers”. The courses hinge on
a project-based component that is showcased at our biannual STEAM fair intended to publicize
this unique form of student learning.

Winter 2014, Volume 1, Page 1

Technology Integration at Ellis
Ryan Mayers
Austin Public Schools
Walk into a classroom at Ellis
Middle School, and the odds are you’ll
see students using technology. Whether
using Moodle to access course resources,
responding to questions using a student
response system, or watching videos as a
means of helping review content, technology is beginning to play a very important
role in education at Ellis. “Technology
has very quickly become a part of Ellis’
culture,” says Derik Gustafson. “Students
are already expecting to use their laptops
in class as an integral part of the lesson.”

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 1
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College and Career Readiness Initiative
Yields Website, Roadmap for Success
Spring Lake Park Schools
Over the past two years, design teams of Spring
Lake Park educators have collaborated on a College and
Career Readiness Initiative with the goal of developing
an effective tool to communicate — with students, families, and the community — a clearly defined roadmap
for success, and what it means — as students progress
throughout grade levels — to be college-ready in Spring
Lake Park. “The College and Career Readiness Initiative
will help convey how students achieve academic success
and what it means to truly be ready for college or 21st
Century careers that require highly specific skills,” said
Denise Waalen, Director of Educational Services.

Fall 2014, Volume 2, Page 9

Apple Valley Middle School’s
‘Fab Lab’ Built to Engineer
Better Students
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan Public Schools
Valley Middle School celebrated the opening of a fabrication lab on
Friday that pairs computers and precision tools, allowing students to learn
advanced manufacturing skills. There are even a few drills and band saws
around to complement the digital age. For Huard, the so-called “Fab Lab”
reinforced his desire to study engineering in high school and college. “I think
it’s a privilege,” he said of working in the lab. “It’s something everyone should
have a chance to do. It helps develop real world skills.” The Fab Lab is part of
the Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan school district’s effort to encourage collaborative learning and creative problem solving across its elementary, middle
and high schools.

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 9

DREAM Technical Academy
Doug Knick, Willmar, MN
DREAM Technical Academy, located in Willmar, MN, is the
first of four schools to open under the novel and visionary conception of Technical Academies of Minnesota. The mission of
Technical Academies is to provide innovative educational opportunities and develop career pathways for young adults in partnership
with the public and private sector. The technical academies, the
other three communities being Owatonna, Rochester, and Jackson,
will seek to fulfill the talent needs of industry and service.

Fall 2014, Volume 2, Page 10

Advance Your Career
Options in Reading
Build your career as a Reading Teacher or Specialist
by enrolling in graduate programs offered through
the University of Wisconsin-River Falls.
•
•
•

Prepare to become a Reading Teacher or
Specialist in Wisconsin or Minnesota.
Develop your expertise in reading and cultivate
more successful readers.
Campus is only 30 minutes from St. Paul, MN.

It’s Your Choice

<XieXI\X[`e^K\XZ_\i:\ik`ÔZXk\fiZfek`el\fe
to earn a master’s degree and Reading Specialist
License.
Class Schedule Designed to
Accommodate Working Educators
Amy Frederick, PhD, Reading Program Coordinator
Phone: (715) 425-3738
Email: amy.frederick@uwrf.edu

go.uwrf.edu/reading
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Agriculture Students Transforming
Local Landfill Site as a Pollinator
Friendly Area
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Pine Hill Elementary students have
hands-on plant growing experience
with Tower Gardens

Little Falls Community Schools

South Washington County Schools

The Ag Department at
Little Falls High School has a
long reputation for doing projects throughout the county. The
Morrison County Public Works
Department asked the Little Falls
Community High School to come
up with a project that would
improve wildlife habitat and aesthetics at the Morrison County
Landfill. The project was a prime
opportunity for students to get a
hands-on education in land management. The county selected a
proposal that came to be known
as the “Pollinator Project.” The
Pollinator Project addresses the alarming decrease in bee population seen all across the country.
The problem known as colony collapse disorder, has become a serious cause for concern in the
agricultural industry.

Pine Hill Elementary School has
the unique opportunity for one classroom in each grade level to have a
Tower Garden, where every student
will have the opportunity to plant his
or her own seeds. A Tower Garden is
a vertical system that allows plants to
grow in limited spaces without the use
of soil. “The combination of education
along with the hands-on experience
of planting their own food, watching
it grow daily, and consuming produce
full of valuable nutrients will offer a
jump start in children making healthier
choices,” said Pine Hill Elementary
Teacher Diane Bezdicek.

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 10

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 10

Westonka’s School Gardens Offer
Hands-On Learning

A Local Hub of Environmental
Education
Five Hawks Elementary
School, Prior Lake

Becca Neuger
Westonka Public Schools
Westonka students and staff have enjoyed getting their hands dirty in an effort to bring
school-grown food into the lunch line. Susan Storck, a Minnesota GreenCorps member worked
with Mound Westonka High School and Grandview Middle School to educate students about
gardening and to construct school gardens on the properties. The gardens provide valuable
hands-on learning for students as they connect with how their food is grown. Westonka Food and
Nutrition Services Director Laura Metzger said, “These gardens provide an awesome learning
experience for the students and for my cooking staff and will supply our kitchens with the freshest ingredients possible, grown 150 feet away from our door.”

Environmental education is a way of life at Five
Hawks. The school is fortunate to have a nature center
that consists of 33 acres right
outside the doors of the classrooms. Within this acreage,
there are two prairies, wetlands, a forest, five various
types of gardens, an amphitheater, outdoor classroom
gazebos, a learning platform,
a floating dock, and a fire pit,
many connected by approximately two miles of trail. Outdoor classes frequently stop to observe spontaneous events in the
outdoors. Many Minnesota schools have visited Five Hawks, looking to the school for leadership as they move forward with embedding state standards and implementing environmentally
based learning in their schools.

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 8

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 12
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Michelle Krell, KassonMantorville Elementary School,
Selected Minnesota National
Distinguished Principal
“I am passionate about making a difference in the lives of children
and have made it my life mission to empower those around me to make
a positive impact each day,” said Krell. “My leadership style is built
on creating trusting relationships with all stakeholders and instilling an
understanding that it takes all of us, in partnership, to raise successful
students and citizens. When schools, families, and community groups
work together to support learning, children succeed both in and out of
the classroom.”

6 Elementary Schools —
6 Blue Ribbon Awards!

Fall 2014, Volume 1, Page 5

A Teacher Who Never Stops Learning
Andrea Schueler becomes district’s 2nd National Board Certified Teacher
Carissa Keister
Stillwater Area Public Schools
Though she’s been a high school
Spanish teacher in the Stillwater Area
Public School District for 16 years,
Andrea Schueler still views herself first
and foremost as a student. Her curiosity
and never-ending quest for knowledge is
what prompted her to become the district’s
second teacher to earn National Board Certification, an advanced teaching credential
held by about three percent of the nation’s
teachers.

Brainerd Public School District
The Brainerd lakes area residents are feeling a warm mixture of community pride, gratitude and satisfaction because all six of the Brainerd Public Schools elementary schools were
honored as 2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools. Dr. Klint Willert, superintendent, stated, “We
could not be more excited with the affirmation of the quality of our schools. We all celebrate the
unique and diverse ways in which our elementary schools are effective in meeting the needs of
our young people. These awards attest to the amazing educational opportunities provided and
supported every day by the wonderful staff and community of the Brainerd Public Schools.”

Winter 2014, Volume 3, Page 5
Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 13
Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 13
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Hayes Elementary — 2014 MN School
of Excellence
Fridley Public Schools
Hayes uses the Pyramid of Interventions, a step-by-step process that
uses both prevention and intervention
techniques to raise the behavioral
achievement of all students. It’s one
of the ways Hayes works to assure
a positive learning environment for
everyone. Hayes’ mascot, The Hayes
Giraffe, is a symbol of the school’s
commitment to learn and grow with
their community as they, “Reach new
heights” in all areas of life. Principal
Piotraschke and other staff members created a curriculum around the giraffe motif, designed to
teach and instill the values of citizenship, kindness and self-responsibility to their students.

Big Rapids w Michigan

Start Your Future Leadership Here
at Ferris state
University
Contact:

Office of Graduate Studies
1301 S. State Street, IRC 119
231-591-2650
gradoffice@ferris.edu
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www.ferris.edu
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Grandview Opens Cultural
Exchange with Pen Pals in
Ghana

Page 15

Students Join with
Country Superstars to
Record Taysha’s Song

Lorrie Ham
Westonka Public Schools

Carissa Keister
Stillwater Area Public Schools

Sixth-graders in Jessica Lunski’s language arts classes at Grandview Middle School are learning firsthand what life is like halfway
around the world in Ghana, Africa. As pen pals with students at the
Timoskay School Complex, located just outside of Takoradi, the
Grandview students are finding out that while their differences are
many, their similarities are striking.

A fifth grader battling leukemia isn’t fighting alone.
Students at AftonLakeland have been
joined by some of
country music’s finest
to record a song of
encouragement
and
support for their friend
Taysha Hein, a student
currently undergoing
treatment for blood
cancer. “We really want
Taysha to feel that she
has a lot of friends and
that we care about her
a lot,” said Gracie Bancroft, one of Taysha’s fifth grade classmates. The song is just one of many ways the school is showing
support for their classmate. Dr. Tom Hobert, Afton-Lakeland’s
principal, recently shaved his head in a sign of solidarity with
Taysha, and parents and students are organizing a blood drive at
the school.

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 1

Dream Come True
AMSA orchestra teacher performs on Late Show
with David Letterman
Anoka-Hennepin School District
By day, Jesse Peterson is an orchestra teacher at Anoka Middle
School for the Arts (AMSA). By night, he’s a rock star. “If by rock star
you mean a guy who plays violin on the corner of the stage with a Minneapolis indie-band, then sure,” he joked. Think about it. Who other
than a rock star gets a gig to perform on the Late Show with David
Letterman? And while rock star maybe pushing it a bit, Peterson,
who is a member of up and coming indie-artist Jeremy Messersmith’s
band, did perform on Letterman’s show Aug. 20. What’s even better,
he’s using the experience to inspire his students at AMSA.

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 18

Winter 2014, Volume 1, Page 1
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Put Your
Dreams in
Motion!

ducation Administration
Licensure Program for Aspiring Principals and Superintendents
Apply at: d.umn.edu/educ/academics/programs/EducationAdministrationLiscensure.html

Program Overview
 Majority of coursework online
 Face-to-face sessions three
Saturdays per semester

 Develop your leadership skills
 Coursework pertinent to issues
found in immediate K-12 systems

 Data driven decision making, team
building skills, and exposure to
greater diversity

APPLY TODAY!
The EdAd program is
fully accredited by BOSA
(Board of School
Administrators)

Designed for
 Individuals interested in becoming a
principal or superintendent

 Two-year licensure program for working

Earn your Masters
Degree in Education
in two years at UMD
(Predominantly Online)

professionals

 Individuals with a masters degree
 Participants wishing to remain in their
own communities while pursuing new
educational opportunities

Department of Education

Diane Rauschenfels
djrausch@d.umn.edu
218.726.8547

The University of Minnesota
is an equal opportunity
educator and employer.

Applications
for Fall 2015
admission
are still being
accepted.
Questions: Contact
Karen Mehle at
218-726-6525
http://www.d.umn.edu/educ/academics/programs/MastersPrograms.html
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Crooked Lake Fifth-graders Make
T-shirts for Children in Uganda

Ryan Mayers
Austin Public Schools
On a recent Thursday morning, Ellis 7th grader
Parker Lee sat reading a book to an excited cluster of
second graders at Neveln Elementary School. Parker,
along with several other students, was there as part of
a new project between Ellis and Neveln. “We’re bringing students from Ellis over to read to the younger
kids. It helps them to develop their reading skills and
allows the younger students to see that older kids still
like to read too,” says EXCEL teacher Zach Schara.
For many of Zach’s students, reading is a challenge. “We’re dealing with students
who tend to struggle with reading, and so we’re constantly looking for opportunities for them to read more.”

Crooked Lake Elementary School
Anoka-Hennepin School District
Crooked Lake fifth grade teacher Jennifer Bicknese wanted to
do something different to ring in the holidays with her students and
school. “I got to thinking . . . wouldn’t it be neat if instead of a gift
exchange — to do something that involved giving
back? That’s where this
all started,” she said.
What she’s talking about
is a holiday project
where all of Crooked
Lake’s fifth-grade students — including those
in her own classroom
— made t-shirts for children in Uganda. But a
personal connection made
this project even more
meaningful, according to
Bicknese. “Oh, it was awesome,” Bicknese said. “The
kids — they just loved it.”

Spring 2015, Volume 2, Page 16

Critical Thinking and Problem
Solving Has Never Been So Fun
Carissa Keister
Stillwater Area Public Schools

For the first time in more than a decade, all elementary students
across the district are taking part in weekly art classes. Art was added
to the elementary schedule this fall as part of the district’s Bridge to
Excellence plan, which is designed to re-create our schools to better
prepare our students for their future. Each art lesson is intended to
spark students’ curiosity and encourage them to see things in a different way, consider a new perspective, and communicate a new idea.

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 15

Winter 2015, Volume 2, Page 1

Become a More
Impactful Educator.
School of Education

Practicing Teachers — Advance your skills with our fully online master’s and certificate programs.
• Master of Education
• Certificate in Online Instruction

• Certificate in Computer Science Education
• Educational Technology Certificate

• Certificate in Culturally Responsive Pedagogy
• Certificate in Literacy Instruction

Aspiring Teachers — Earn your initial license through blended online/on-campus classes.
• B.S. Elementary Education Degree Completion (St. Paul campus)

Program details and admissions information:
go.css.edu/SOE or (877) 287-8751

• Graduate Teaching Licensure (Duluth, St. Paul and St. Cloud campuses)
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Parent Connections
Talahi PTA: Changing the Conversation
One Voice at a Time

Making it personal: Richfield teachers
use home visits to meet families

Richfield Public Schools

Tami DeLand, St. Cloud Area School District
Listen in on a Talahi Community School PTA meeting, and you will hear a recurring theme:
parents love this school and send their children to it with pride. “The moment we entered the
school for Kindergarten open house, we felt a sense of community,” says PTA member Theresa
Flinck. “My husband and I decided to send our son to Talahi through open enrollment . . . because
of the unique opportunity for him to experience community through diversity in culture, language and religion.” Many students who attend Talahi are new to country. Eight Somali parents
attended a recent PTA meeting and agreed that their children receive excellent instruction in
language and the basics. With the help of an interpreter, they joined in the conversation. Saido
Abdipoor shared, “My son is in kindergarten here and loves his teacher. In just three months he
is trying to write and speak good English. He wants to be at school. Even Sundays.”

Winter 2015, Volume 2, Page 14

Connecting with families with FUEL at
Woodbury Elementary
South Washington
County School District
Woodbury Elementary School in the South
Washington
County
School District recently
implemented the FUEL
program, which stands
for Families United and
Engaged in Learning.
The classes provide families that are new to the
community with the necessary tools to support
the success of their
child’s education. Woodbury Elementary staff members kicked off the six-week series in January by inviting families
from India to learn about the district’s educational system and to answer any questions parents
new to the community may have. “It is important to listen and provide the resources that families
need,” said Marty Fridgen a trained teacher in the FUEL program.

There had barely been time to learn their students’ names, but a pair of Richfield teachers
managed to visit the homes of 25 of their young charges this fall. About three to four weeks into
the school year, Sheridan Hills Elementary second-grade teacher Beth Giefer, along with Lori
Voigt, who teaches English as a second language, began making the home visits in an effort to
bolster their students’ chances in the classroom. It took about two to three weeks of sacrificing
weeknights and weekends as the pair teamed up for the visits, which Giefer figures was her fifth
year making the rounds. “I truly believe that getting to better know my students and their families
can make parents powerful advocates in their children’s education,” Giefer said in a letter to the
school board.

Winter 2014, Volume 1, Page 16

Introducing District 197’s Parent
Academy
Travis Andries
School District 197

District 197’s Parent
Academy is a six-session
course for parents of
current District 197
students. The goal of
the program is to better
connect parents to their
child’s school; including
information on how the
school works, how the
parent can better support
their child academically
and ways to set students
on a path toward career
or college readiness. Parents will be encouraged to take ownership of the course by directing the
conversations relating to each session’s topic. Session instructors, all of whom are a District 197
employee or the parent of a District 197 student, serve as facilitators or “guides on the side.”

Spring 2015, Volume 1, Page 12
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Character Program Benefits
Orono Schools and
its Students
Gary Kubat, Director of Communications
Orono Public Schools
In its mission to better prepare students for
future success, Orono has been involved in character education efforts for many years. Orono’s
character education goes well beyond a special
event such as a food drive or colorful posters in
hallways. The program is at every grade level
(pre-K through 12th grade). Character education is integrated into both the daily operation
of the district and curriculum. “Students set
the tone for kindness,” said Director of Special
Services Kristi Flesher, who heads the district’s
character education program. “They talk eloquently about the importance of how they treat
each other. That is our very proactive and very
effective anti-bullying campaign.”

Online Version: www.teachingtodaymn.com

Little Inventors, Big Ideas
Maureen Sybrant
C.E. Jacobson Elementary School
As a way to inspire students to work through the scientific process
of inventing, staff member at Jacobson Elementary School in Rush City
organized an Inventors Fair to showcase student inventions. The students
met for the first time with Maureen Sybrant and Kelly Gunderson to learn
about what it takes to be an inventor. They received a handbook that outlined how to start by thinking of problems they have in their life and then
trying to think of creative ways to solve the problem. The students put
their innovative talents on display during the annual Inventors Fair held
on March 20. There were three judges from the community were on hand
to judge the inventions.

Fall 2014, Volume 1, Page 13

Fall 2014, Volume 1, Page 1

Battle Lake Public
School: Happy to
be Feeling Blue!
Jeff Drake, Superintendent/K–12 Principal
Battle Lake, MN
Battle Lake was recognized as a K–12 National Blue Ribbon School. This is the highest
honor bestowed on select schools in the United States and the prestigious award is highly coveted
because the nomination and review process is very rigorous. Although a total of 337 schools
were recognized across the country, Battle Lake was one of only 25 recipients that were recognized as an entire K–12 district. That signifies the highest levels of achievement across the entire
school system.

Fall 2014, Volume 2, Page 1

Celebrating Community Service at
Stillwater High School
Carissa Keister
Stillwater Area Public Schools
Come this summer, you might notice a
new patch on a Stillwater Area High School
student’s letter jacket. For the first time ever,
high school students will be able to earn a
varsity letter for their volunteer efforts within
the community. “Letters aren’t just for sports
and athletic achievements,” said Kristen
Deiderichs, a high school junior and co-chair
of the school’s Key Club. “You don’t have to
be in a club or activity. It challenges anyone
who wants to volunteer to get out there, do
the work and get recognized.”

Fall 2014, Volume 2, Page 1
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SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES

Convenience
& Flexibility
UIC Online allows students to
participate in quality programs taught
by world-class faculty, and enables
students to learn whenever, wherever

UIC Online offers programs and courses that fit your schedule.
As an online learner, you can access online course sites using
an Internet connection, anytime, anywhere. Access 24 hours a
day, seven days a week allows you to download assignments,
contribute to class discussions, review faculty feedback and
more - all at your own convenience.

Learn more at: exedweb.cc.uic.edu/uiconline
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What AuSM Summers are all about.

AuSM Social Skills Programs

fun < friendship < FRQÀGHQFH < adventure < explore < self-esteem
AuSM Social Skills classes and day camps are
tailored to give youth with autism safe and exciting
experiences while increasing self-esteem, expanding
knowledge and building friendships.

Islands of Brilliance (meets daily)
work one-to-one with a professional mentor using the latest
computer software to design a project that expresses your
FUHDWLYLW\DJHV$XJ
AuSM Artists with the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts (meets daily)
be inspired by famous artists and get creative with different art
PHGLXPVDJHVDQG-XO\
AuSM Social Connections (meets daily)
SDUWLFLSDWHLQÀYHKDOIGD\VRI H[FLWLQJZHVWPHWURIRFXVHG
DFWLYLWLHVJUDGHVDQG$XJ
Como Zoo Skills (meets once per week)
'LQRVDXUV3DVWDQG3UHVHQWDJHV-XQH-XO\
0DPPDO0DUYHOVDJHV-XQH-XO\
Outdoor Adventure Skills
with Eastman Nature Center (meets daily)
navigate and learn survival skills for the forest
DJHV-XO\
®

Minnesota Zoo Camp (meets daily)
=RR([SORUHUVDJHV-XQH
AuSM on the Town (meets once per week)
engage in fun community activities while using the lightrail
IHPDOHVDJHV-XQH-XO\

Register today at www.ausm.org.
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